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Preservation of palm
leaf manuscripts and
rare books, United
Theological College, 
Bangalore

Established in 1910, the United Theological
College in Bangalore is one of India's lead-
ing institutions of religious studies.  It has

one of the finest religious studies libraries in South
Asia, and a collection of 2,000 palm leaf manu-
scripts that is over 200 years old, written in sever-
al Indian languages.  The manuscripts bear testi-
mony to the rich cultural heritage of India in the
18th and 19th centuries. They include folk litera-
ture, native medicinal formulae, religious writings,
astrological texts and astronomical facts. In addi-
tion, there are records of cultural practices and tra-
ditional systems of medical, veterinary and agri-
cultural sciences. These manuscripts are impor-

tant materials for historical research and a treasure
trove of ethnographic and historical information.

The college also has rare and historic written
materials such as letters from Mohandas K.
Gandhi; the first Tamil-language New Testament
printed in India; and the writings of 18th century
Tamil poet-singer Vedanayagam Sastriar of Tanjore.

In 2006, the U.S. Ambassador's Fund for
Cultural Preservation awarded a grant to the United
Theological College, for the preservation and micro-
filming of the palm leaf manuscripts and rare books
in the college's archives. This allows researchers to
more closely scrutinize and use these important
historic documents for the first time.



K AZAKHSTAN

The Silk Road was a vast network of routes across
Central Asia that flourished during the first millennium
of the current era. As much as it provided a link

between China and Europe, the Silk Road also functioned as
a trading network among neighboring communities and
states. In terms of historical development, the movement of
ideas and technology along the route was as important as
the trading of goods.

The focus on Silk Road documentation to date has been
on the conservation of remains of the towns that dotted the
ancient trade network. But conservation architect Yelena
Khorosh points out that the success of the route depended
equally on the participation and cooperation of nomadic tribes
who populated the desert through which the Silk Road passed.
Nomadic groups were themselves important conduits for the
movement of goods, information and technology in the area. 

This is particularly true for Kazakhstan, where the north-
ern Silk Road passed largely through thinly populated areas
of desert and steppe. A project funded by the U.S.
Ambassador's Fund for Cultural Preservation undertook a
survey of cultural landscapes associated with the Silk Road
in Kazakhstan, paying special attention to collecting evi-
dence of nomadic cultures. The project, which runs from
2006 to 2007, consists of a survey of existing data and a
field survey of likely sites. 

Evidence of nomad cultures–such as houses, yurt plat-
forms, burial mounds, the remains of wells, and petro-
glyphs–will be collected and the sites delineated and
mapped to provide a basis for future protection. 

Work is underway to compile an unprecedented "serial
nomination" of sites associated with the Silk Road for a
UNESCO World Heritage listing.  Kazakhstani officials hope
that the project will result in the nomination of the first trans-
boundary World Heritage Site, stretching across China,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan. 

On the preliminary list no sites were listed for nomads,
says Khorosh, who is project director for the survey, a
UNESCO expert and an official at the Kazakh Scientific
Research Institute on Problems of the Cultural Heritage of
Nomads.

She says the concept of cultural landscape, which she
describes as the common work of nature and man, needs to
be more widely recognized in Central Asia, as nomads did
not build monumental cultures. The current economic boom
in Kazakhstan adds urgency to the need to identify and pro-
tect cultural landscapes, as mining, agriculture, housing
and infrastructure projects are often launched without a pre-
liminary archaeological survey. Many of the sites also face
threats of flooding and salination due to extensive alteration
of watercourses during the last century.

Significant cultural 
landscapes along the Silk Road

11
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Restoration and 
display of the Kyrgyz
State Museum precious
metals collection

KYRGYZSTAN

The small vault in the basement of the Kyrgyz
State Museum in Bishkek houses a remark-
able collection of jewelry and artifacts that

make up the funeral hoard of a Hun noblewoman
who lived and died sometime between the first
and fifth centuries. 

Each object is highly unusual and exquisite.
There is a diadem with a fringe of gold tubes, the
crown still partially inlaid with semiprecious
stones; a group of medallions set with cornelian
once used to decorate a bridle and saddle; jade
bangles; a pair of rings; and a breast ornament
decorated with amber and a central figure carved
out of garnet. By far the most striking object is the
funeral mask, an eerie face of beaten gold with
cornelian eyes and tree shaped decorations on
the cheeks and nose. 

Although the collection was discovered in
1958 and has been exhibited in Europe and Japan,
it has never been put on display for the Kyrgyz
people.  Because the Kyrgyz State Museum had
inadequate security and display facilities, the col-
lection was kept sealed in the vault.

Under a 2006 grant from the U.S.
Ambassador's Fund for Cultural Preservation,
the Centre for Museums Initiatives, an NGO,
purchased display cabinets and modern secu-
rity alarms so that the Kyrgyz people could
see these interesting artifacts of their cultural
history.  Further, the project is making precise
copies of the most important pieces in the
collection, so that the originals can be pro-
tected from excessive handling and changes
in temperature.  

In addition to the 156 objects from the Hun
tomb, the museum's precious metals collection
includes: ancient Scythian artifacts, including two
bronze sacrificial altar supports shaped like
women, and brooches of gold plated bronze dec-
orated with Buddha figures from the eighth and
ninth centuries. A bronze Buddhist statue shows
clear signs of Indian influence. 

In addition to underscoring the country's
diverse and rich historical and religious tradi-
tions, the collection showcases Kyrgyzstan's bril-
liant metalworking tradition.



The 18th century Eid Mosque is the most
finely carved of the four coral mosques in
Male', the capital of the Maldives. The

unique features of the mosque, probably built on
the site of an ancient Buddhist temple, reflect
the history and geology of the Indian Ocean
archipelago.

The Maldives officially converted to Islam in
1153, having previously been Vajrayana
Buddhist. The Eid Mosque does not face Mecca
directly, but follows the alignment of its proba-
ble predecessor temple. Lined carpet inside the
mosque shows devotees the correct direction in
which to pray. 

Early mosque designs in the Maldives
echoed the temple designs of India and Sri
Lanka, and it was not until the 19th century
that people were able to travel easily to Mecca
and bring back more classical designs. The
Eid Mosque represents the older style, in
strong contrast to more modern places of wor-
ship in Male'. 

Blocks of coral were used relatively com-
monly for construction of prestigious buildings
in the Maldives. Although soft when first taken
from the sea, the stone quickly hardens as it
dries, making the carvings durable. Along with
intricate geometric patterns, a lock and key
device features prominently on the mosque's
carved exterior, possibly symbolizing Islam as
the key to paradise. The windows and door
frames are made of finely carved wood, with
verses from the Quran forming intricate lacquer
decorations on the ceiling. 

Coral mining has been in decline in the
Maldives since a partial ban in 1999, and with
no remaining crafts people skilled in the art of
coral carving, the Eid Mosque was seriously
deteriorating due to lack of maintenance and
abuse from the elements before it was damaged
further by the December 2004 tsunami.   

The Mosque was restored with a grant from
the U.S. Ambassador's Fund for Cultural
Preservation in 2005. The main work was to
clean dirt and pollution from the coral surfaces.

13

Restoration of the
Eid Mosque, 
Male', Maldives

THE MALDIVES

The woodwork had been badly damaged by
insects, and had to be restored and re-lacquered.
Recent tile work in the forecourt was separated
from the walls to prevent contamination of the
coral, but the forecourt and surrounding walls
were left in place to accommodate a modern
congregation that cannot fit into the tiny mosque.
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Crammed with temples built under royal
sponsorship since the 16th century, Durbar
Square in the heart of Kathmandu has long

been used for ceremonies symbolizing the power
of the King. It also serves more informal purposes:
as a marketplace, an area for social interaction and
a venue for speeches and demonstrations. 

It is also the site of three major projects under the
U.S. Ambassador's Fund for Cultural Preservation.

Unfortunately, pollution, poor maintenance
and unregulated development in recent decades
substantially degraded Durbar Square and other
monuments in the Kathmandu Valley, now rec-
ognized collectively as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.  The valley is also in a seismic
zone; poor restoration work following major
earthquakes throughout the 19th century and in
1934 left some monuments weak and vulnerable
to the elements.

A comprehensive plan to restore the temples
in the square, known as the Kathmandu Durbar
Initiative, began in 2000. The work is managed by
the Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust, the only
non-governmental organization in Nepal registered
in the field of heritage conservation. With local and
international support, the trust has rescued more
than two dozen significant monuments, collected
data and provided training in conservation. 

Every day at dawn, people gather in front of the
statue of the Kal Bhairav to pray, burn incense, and
make offerings of flowers and rice. The black-
skinned, three-meter tall demonic figure inspires awe

and devotion as he crushes a prostrate foe beneath
his feet and wields a sword in one of his six hands. 

"Bhairav is an incarnation of Shiva. There are
many different forms of the deity, but this one is
associated with justice. People would come here
to resolve disputes," says Rohit Kumar Ranjitkar,
the preservation trust's conservation architect, who
oversaw the statue's restoration, substantially fund-
ed by a grant from the U.S. Ambassador's Fund for
Cultural Preservation in 2003-2005. 

The stone statue was discovered during exca-
vation work for a water supply system in the 17th
century and installed in the square by King Pratap
Malla. It is believed to be about 800 years old. Part
of the restoration work involved removing inappro-
priate recent additions to the site, including con-
crete and marble walls added in the 1980s.  Using
historic photos as a guide, restorers removed
brickwork that had been done to repair damage
caused by the 1934 earthquake and replaced it
with more authentic stone.

The U.S. Ambassador's Cultural Preservation
Fund entirely paid for restoration of the nearby
Kageshwar Mahadev Temple in 2004-2005.  Built
in 1711 by Queen Bhuvan Lakshmi in memory of
the late King Bhupalendra Malla, the temple was
probably originally a pagoda-style structure in the
distinctive local Newari style. Kageshwar, a Hindu
deity in the form of a crow, is an incarnation of
Shiva. The temple is unusual because its pagoda-
style ground floor is surmounted by a Shikhari-
style dome. Rohit Kumar Ranjitkar says that this
was probably added after the temple was dam-
aged in an earthquake in the early 19th century.
Poor restoration work after the 1934 earthquake
led to further degradation of the Temple. The tim-
bers, roof and walls had to be renovated. Mud
mortar was reconstructed to reduce vulnerability
to future earthquakes, and further structural
strengthening was carried out. Inappropriate red
wash was removed from the walls and the original
wood carvings were restored. 

The Laxmi Narayan Temple, a small shrine
adjacent to the square's oldest monument, the
16th century Jagannath Temple, was also recon-
structed by the U.S. Ambassador's Cultural
Preservation Fund. The original temple was
destroyed by the 1934 earthquake and rebuilt in a
simpler style that did not match the original, so the
new one was constructed according to photo-
graphic records. Particular attention was paid to
the carved wood decoration on the doors, door
frames and cornices.

The restoration of Kal Bhairav, the Kageshwar
Mahadev Temple and the Lakshmi Narayan Temple
represent a significant contribution to the rejuvena-
tion of Durbar Square, helping preserve Nepal's
rich history and identity.
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Restoration of the 
Kal Bhairav statue,
the Kageshwar
Mahadev Temple, and
the Lakshmi Narayan
Temple in Hanuman
Dhoka Durbar
Square, Kathmandu
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Restoring Man Singh
Haveli, the defining 
symbol of Rohtas Fort

Rohtas Fort has towered majestically on its height
above the ancient "royal road" since it was con-
structed in 1541 by Emperor Sher Shah Suri

after his defeat of Mogul Emperor Humayun. It is one
of the most important historical medieval forts still in
existence in Pakistan. Within the four-kilometer cir-
cumference of this World Heritage Site is the Man
Singh Haveli, a Rajput palace. Funded by the U.S.
Ambassador's Fund for Cultural Preservation, the
Himalayan Wildlife Foundation was able, starting in
2004, to take the first important steps of documenting
the structure and layout of the palace, while carrying
out a topographic survey of the area. 

After constructing scaffolding and walkways to allow
safe access to the site, emergency consolidation of
decaying parts of the ground floor of the haveli were com-
pleted. Damaged floors, walls and shades on the upper
floors were repaired with lime plaster. Soil erosion in the
courtyard allowed rainwater to seep into the ground floor;
that problem was resolved so that water does not accu-
mulate. The restorers also had to contend with tufts of
grass and even a tree penetrating the walls. The expand-
ing tree trunk caused part of the base of the cupola's drum
to separate from the structure.

Two original motifs encircling the cupola were dis-
covered as workers stripped away damaged and decayed
mortar; they have been restored, as well as the brick
design on part of the rim. This allows viewers to
get an idea of what the original design looked
like. Visitors also benefit from new illu-
mination, safety railing and infor-
mation panels.

PAKISTAN 
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Protecting a
desert fortress
at Kampir-Tepe

Not far from the banks of the Amu Darya
River near Termez are the remains of
Kampir-Tepe, a vast complex dating from

the post-Alexandrian period to the Kushan era
(400 to 200 years before the current era).
Discovered some 35 years ago, nearly 15
hectares of the site have been excavated by
Uzbek archaeologist Dr. Edvard Vasilievich
Rtveladze.  The work unearthed military fortifica-
tions, a citadel, dwellings, a port and even a reli-
gious complex thought to be dedicated to
Zoroastrian ceremonies. The excavations helped
shed light on the economic, cultural and political
structures of a significant Central Asian culture.

In 2005, Dr. Rtveladze received a grant from
the U.S. Ambassador's Fund for Cultural
Preservation to help preserve and protect the
excavated areas of this significant site. He also
received funds to document the artifacts that he
and his team discovered here. The work is geared
toward eventually opening the site to tourists and
scholars as a museum complex.



Sample of
restored wall

and ceiling tiles
at Bagh-e Babur

Pavilion,
Afghanistan.
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